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SUBJECT: MOVEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES FROM JAPAN 

1 . MISSION HAS RECEIVED REQUEST FROM UNHCR HEADQUARTERS 
THAT EFFORTS BE MADE TO MOVE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES OUT 
FROM JAPAN ON A PRIORITY BASIS. 

2. UNHCR SMALL BOAT CONTROL OFFICER, NOTING RECENT 
ARRIVAL IN JAPANESE PORT OF FREIGHTER WITH 79 REFUGEES 
ABOARD, AND SMALL BOAT WITH ANOTHER 27, OBSERVED THAT 
REFUGEE CASE LOAD WAS BEGINNING TO CROWD CAPACITIES 
OF VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS, SPECIFICALLY CARITAS AND 
ONE BUDDHIST RELIEF SOCIETY. HE EXPRESSED FURTHER 
CONCERN THAT, WERE THERE NOT EARLY EVIDENCE OF OUTWARD 
MOVEMENT OF THESE REFUGEES, GOJ'S HERETOFORE RECEPTIVE 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THEM MIGHT BECOME MORE RESTRICTIVE. 

3. HE THEREFORE URGED MISSION TO COMMUNICATE SENSE OF 
UNHCR'S CONCERN OVER PROBLEM AND REQUEST THAT EFFORTS 
BE MADE TO EXPEDITE MOVEMENT OF GOODLY NUMBER OF THESE 
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REFUGEES FROM JAPAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.SORENSON 
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